
Willow Class Information  -  Spring Term  

Journeys and Exploration  

Value for life:  RESPECT 

Geography 

This term our topic is geography based 

and we will be looking at the Arctic and 

Antarctic and how they compare to other 

biomes of the world.  We will study lines 

of longitude and latitude and time zones. 

In particular, we will look at polar 

exploration and Shackleton’s journey.  

Work in other areas will link to this when 

possible.  

English  

We will look at persuasive writing this 

term: advertisements and travel 

brochures.  We will also study recounts, 

diary writing and biographical writing. Our 

class books this term will be: Shackleton’s 

Journey by William Grill and The Explorer 

by Katherine Rundell.    

Maths 

We will continue to look at arithmetic 

methods including fractions and 

percentages.  We will also study decimals, 

algebra and measurement.  

Science and D.T.  

In science we will study electricity and 

how to build electrical circuits.  We will 

use these in technology projects to 

consolidate children’s knowledge of 

continents and countries of the World.  

R.E.  

This term we are looking at Buddhism, 

and how Buddhists explain suffering in the 

world. 

 

PSHE 

Paths – making and keeping friends and 

showing respect.  Through our topic, we 

will look at resilience, determination, 

friendship and leadership. 

P.E.  

P.E. will be on a TUESDAY (change of day) 

and a Friday.  We will use the hall to do a 

variety of activities so please wear layers 

to enable you to keep warm outside 

following p.e. sessions. 

French 

Days of the week and months of the year.  

The weather and revision of simple 

conversation starters and classroom 

commands.  

 Art 

We will study the art of the Arctic: Ted 

Harrison and modern Inuit folk art.  We 

will use paint and printing methods to 

design our own work and collage to 

recreate art linking to the rainforest 

biome.  

Computing 

E-safety – online safety and cyber-

bullying.  Programming using Kodu.   

Children should have passwords for the 

following sites that they can use for 

homework and home-learning.  Can 

parents please check that they know 

these so we can re-send them if 

necessary:  My Maths,  Spelling Frame, 

The Google Classroom, TTRS, Read 

Theory  



HOMEWORK and HOME-LEARNING 

Homework 

Spellings – these are set on Spelling Frame 

and many of you are using this very 

effectively to learn and test yourselves on 

your words.  I will not be putting on 

spelling activities this term unless people 

would like me to continue to do this.  

Please let me know if this is the case.  

Spelling Test:  Mondays 

My Maths is set on a Wednesday. 

It should be completed by the following 

Wednesday. 

We do run a lunchtime club, if anyone is 

unable to complete work, on a Thursday 

lunchtime but it is much better to do this 

at home if possible as lunchbreaks are 

short. 

If you are having difficulties, and have 

worked through the lesson, let us know 

and we will always find time to go 

through this with you.  

Topical Tuesday and written homework. 

Each week a news report from The Week 

Junior is set under the heading: Topical 

Tuesday.  There is also a fun quiz attached 

to it.  Reading and discussing these at 

home is strongly recommended to help 

develop general knowledge and support 

children with the non-fiction aspect of 

SATs reading comprehensions.  

Writing homework  

A piece of writing homework will be set 

twice in a half term.  Work should be 

submitted via the classroom if possible 

but can also be returned to school. 

 

HOME-LEARNING  (Covid) 

In an attempt to make this easier to 

navigate for those working from home, 

each week I will post a new power point.  

This will link to other areas of the 

curriculum.  Additional links and files will 

all be attached to this one post.  However, 

p.e. and computing will be stand alone to 

allow pupils to access these at their own 

level.  Work can be submitted to the 

classroom as an attachment, or brought 

into school on return.  

Please have a look at this to familiarise 

yourself with the format so any difficulties 

can be ironed out as soon as possible.  

Homework will be set for children at 

home as usual via Spelling Frame and My 

Maths.  Read Theory is also an alternative 

way of practising reading. 

Ways to support children working at 

home.  

• Try to set up a routine  

• Encourage children to take regular 

breaks between screen time. 

• Watch the maths videos, have a 

break and then complete the 

sheets 

• Printing off sheets beforehand will 

enable children to work offline. 

• Encourage children to delete un-

needed e-mails.  I will try to send a 

personal e-mail to any individuals 

who need to isolate but these can 

get ‘lost’ amongst all the Google 

Classroom mail. 

 

 


