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John McAdam 

Key Knowledge 

John McAdam A Scottish engineer who experimented with using new 

materials to build roads, inventing a new process 

called ‘macadamisation’. 

                        
Macadamisation 

      

The name given to John McAdam’s 

contruction process of building roads. 

The process was so sucessful that 

roads all across the world were build in 

this way. 

Later on roads were covered in tarmac. 

Tarmac means a road made like this 

using tar. 
 

Historical Information 

Roads roads had been made from earth, chalk or clay. When it rained, it made them very messy and difficult to travel on. 

Some roads were cobbled but this made journeys very bumpy. 

 


